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Heat waves are periods of abnormally hot weather relative to the usual temperatures of an
area for a given season. They are determined when the temperatures exceed a threshold
for a sustained amount of time, usually two or more days.

They generally occur during the summer months, when weather patterns are slow to shift,

but can occur late in the spring and into the middle of fall. Most heat waves happen when a
ridge of high pressure sits over a region for an extended period of time. While high pressure
provides fair weather and clear skies, it forces air downward, acting like a cap and trapping
the heat at the surface.

Without rising air to
help produce clouds
and rain, nothing can
prevent the hot air
from getting hotter.
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*Due to an inherent delay in the reporting of official heat fatalities in some jurisdictions, this number will likely rise in subsequent updates.
*The fatalities, injuries, and damage estimates found under Hurricane/Tropical Cyclone events are attributed only to the wind.

Narratives, data, and images included in this document were provided by the National
Centers for Environmental Information, the National Hurricane Center, the National Weather
Service, the United States Geological Survey, the Army Corps of Engineers, the Southeast
Regional Climate Center, the South Carolina State Climatology Office, the SCDNR Flood
Mitigation Program, the South Carolina State Library, NewsBank, and the Richland County
Library.

If you have any additional questions regarding the information provided in this document,
please contact Hope Mizzell or Melissa Griffin at the State Climatology Office.
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TEMPERATURE

The state's annual average temperature varies from the mid-50s in the Upstate to the low-60s
along the coast. Since the late-1800s, the statewide annual average temperatures have gone
through multiple periods of above and below normal temperatures (chart below). Despite the
year-to-year variability, the overall pattern of average temperatures across South Carolina has
increased since the mid-1970s. A substantial rise in minimum temperatures has driven this
increase. The warmest year on record for the state is 2017, with an average temperature of
65.1°F, and seven of the top ten warmest years have occurred since 2010 (table below).
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Top Five Statewide Warmest and Coldest Years based on Average Annual Temperature (1895 — 2021).

Statewide Statewide

Average Departure from Long Average Departure from Long
Year Temperature Term Average Year Temperatures Term Average
2017 65.1F 2.5°F 1901 60.7°F -1.9°F
1990 65.0°F 2.4°F 1917 60.7°F -1.9°F
2019 65.0°F 2.4°F 1958 60.7°F -1.9°F
2016 64.9°F 2.3°F 1963 60.7°F -1.9°F
1998 64.7°F 2.1°F 1966 60.7°F -1.9°F

Source Data: National Centers for Environmental Information Climate at a Glance Tool



https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/

SUMMER TEMPERATURES

During summer, average temperatures range from the upper 60s in the Upstate to the mid-
70s in the Lowcountry, though maximum temperatures can reach more than 100 degrees.
Heatwaves are extended periods of scorching weather relative to the normal temperatures of
an area, which are a common occurrence in the Southeast. Heatwaves can worsen drought
conditions, stress agriculture and water resources, and impact human health. South Carolina
has experienced multiple heatwaves since 1895, including significant events in July 1952, the
summer of 1954, July 1977, August 1983, July 1986, August 2007, and June — July 2012. In
June 2012, the hottest temperature on record for the state was recorded on the University of
South Carolina campus in Richland County. The station on campus measured a high of 113°F
on June 29, which broke the previous record of 111°F set in September 1925 and June 1954.

Charleston Columbia Area Florence Greenville Area

(1937-2023) (1887-2023) (1948-2023) (1884-2023)

#of Days #ofDays #ofDays #ofDays #ofDays #ofDays # ofDays # of Days
(>=90°F) (>=100°F) (>=90°F) (>=100°F) (>=90°F) (>=100°F) (>=90°F) (>= 100°F)

2023 73 0 69 2 66 1 42 0
2022 62 0 82 5 82 5 56 0
2021 45 0 70 0 77 0 48 0
2020 72 0 66 0 65 0 55 0
2019 82 4 108 9 107 5 81 0
2018 89 0 111 3 100 0 47 0
2017 62 0 100 0 57 0 35 0
2016 98 2 109 21 94 0 78 1
2015 71 0 99 17 88 9 60 1
Max 98 (2016) 11 (1986) 116 (2010) 28 (1954) 108 (1954) 26(1954) 88 (2011) 13 (1887)
Avg 57 1 72 4 67 3 41 1
Min 20 (1959) 0(2023*) 24(1967) 0(2021*) 18(1971) 0(2021%)  9(1909) 0 (2023%)

In addition to heatwaves, the hot and humid climate of the state can produce oppressive heat
indices values. The heat index (HI), also known as apparent temperature, measures how hot it
feels when the relative humidity is factored in with the air temperature. Prolonged exposure
or strenuous activity when HI values exceed 105 degrees can cause heat-related illnesses
(table below). In July 2011, maximum HI values in the Lowcountry reached more than 110
degrees, including an unofficial state record HI of 124 degrees recorded at the Mount

Pleasant Airport.
Average Number of Hours with Heat Index (Hl) Values at or above Threshold Values (1973 — 2018)

Location 80°F 85°F 90°F 95°F 100°F  105°F  MO°F MN5°F
Greenville- 45304 6557 3108 1055 203 25 0.2 0
Spartanburg
Columbia 15252 10822 6355 3007 965 156 16 0.1

Charleston 1559.7 1182.5 705.7 3579 141.6 348 7.8 0.8




SEPTEMBER 1925

One of South Carolina's most widespread
and disastrous droughts occurred in
1925. and the situation intensified due to
the record-breaking and persistent heat
in September. The unseasonably hot
weather peaked between September 4 —
8, when high temperatures ranged from
the mid-90s at Caesars Head and the
coast, to over 105°F in interior portions of
the state.

The governor issued an official
proclamation asking “... for prayer to God
for deliverance from the threatening evil
of the present drought.”

All previous months’ maximum
temperature records were broken during
September 1925, as South Carolina and
most of the Southeast endured three
weeks of excessively high temperatures
and little to no rainfall.

70 75

Forest fires were numerous, even in
swampy areas, many streams dropped to
the lowest on record, and hydroelectric
power production was reduced.

() Michwastimn Regional Chmate Conbor

a0 85 90

Average Maximum Temperature (°F)
September 01, 1925 to September 30, 1925

95 100

“Never have | recorded so many 90s as this summer.”
— E.P Ravenel (Pinopolis COOP Observer)

Number of
Days TMAX
>=100°F

Highest

Station
Temperature

M1°F 18 Blackville 3 W Barnwell
M1°F 20 Calhoun Falls Abbeville
1MO°F 7 Society Hill 6 S Darlington
110°F 8 Santuck Union

1O°F 14 Garnett Hampton
109°F 8 Trenton 1 NNE Edgefield
109°F 6 Wedgefield Sumter

DID YOU KNOW?

The 1M1°F temperatures recorded at Blackville on September 4
and at Calhoun Falls on September 8 held, broke the previous
record of 110°F at Chester in July 1887, and held as the hottest

SOUTH STILL 1N

South Carotina and at Marien, Ga.

GRASP OF HEAT

RELIEF [N SOME AREAS

—
Prayers Offered in South.
Carolina for Rain—Cocl-
er on South Atlantic

Atlanta, Sept. §. — l.\l‘).—l)ixiei
sizzled today under the arip of En'
almaost unprecedenred heat  wave
while pravers were being said in

for “deliverance f{rem the threat-
ened evil of the drought.

Churci congregations
throughout South Carolina complied
‘\\'iLh the official proclamation of
Governor McLeod, designating to-
day as a day bof “fasing and pray-

generally

er”” In Cnolumbia the day brought
h ¥ sht

some relief fromn the intense heat
which fer ssveral days has renched
100 degrees and up, the thermoma-

ter teday registering 04

Record REadin’gg Reported
in Palmetto State.
Florence Highest. *
MISSES AT CAPITAL
BY SLIGHT FRACTION
Columbia’s Maximum Within
Tenth .of Degree of All Time'
Record—Sullivan Predicts
Another Sco;irging Day
. of Heat—Yark’s B
‘Water Low.

Beneath a dazzling September sun
that for almost 13 hours sent forth
its burning, scorching withering rays
South Carolina lay sweltering yester.
iay~—borne down by a heat that for
intensity has been scarcely rivalled in
all_its history. X :

every correr O0f the state—
save for Charleston and a section of
the coast country—there csme reports
f the terrific heat—a culmination of
2 long drought and a series of Heat
waves that had set many a record,
which yesterday tumbled, almost in
anison.

At least Palmetto state folk hope it
was a culmination.. A real break in
the heat is not offered for today, but
slouds may to an extent check the
foree of the scourge of the sun as he
pursues today his westward _course.
This was_the only. sign of relief that
Richard H. Sullivan, meteorologist in
tharge of the Soutk Carolina section
of the United States weather bureau,
tould suggest.

High at Florence.

Florence was apparently the hottest
spot in all that dazzling area of heat,
which yesterdsy was South Carolina,
the Pee Dee capital reportirg 2 max-
imum reading of 108 degrees. Close
on Florence’s heels were Cheraw and
Newberry with 107 degrees each and

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.)

temperatures on record for the state until June 2012.

Various newspaper articles about the heat wave from the
Charleston News and Courier and the State in September 1925.




While statewide average
temperatures for 1952 were
near normal, June 1952 is the
warmest June on record
statewide, and the summer of
1952 is the seventh warmest
summer on record. Persistent
and stagnant high pressure
from June 24 — 27 caused the
hottest period, with
temperatures up to fifteen
degrees warmer than usual.
The severe heat at the end of
June and the lack of rain
caused crops to suffer.

There was a break from the
heat during the first half of July;
however, there was another
heat wave in the second half of
the month. The conditions
became too hot and dry for
cotton, causing young plants to
shed and crack immature boils.
Some communities had to
adopt water conservation
efforts by the end of July.

“Crops are suffering from heat. We
need rain!! Can you please send
some?” — H. Brandt (Walhalla COOP
Observer, July 1952)

There were five heat-related
fatalities and ten prostrations
[exhaustions] in Columbia, and
it was presumed that many
more occurred over the state
where higher temperatures
were measured. The heat was
listed as the indirect cause of
multiple drowning deaths, as
people sought the beach and
area pools to escape the hot
weather.

By the Associated Press.

The Carolinas continued to bake
today under the record-shattering
heat wave thta has seared the two
states for the past four days.

Temperatures reached the 100-plus
mark =again yesterday as new rec-
ords were sel in several areas.

The *“abnormally hot” weather
will continue through next Wednes-
day, according to the weatherman's
extended forccast. A chance for
scatiered thundershowers was pre-
dicted, but with less than one-tenth
of an inch of rain.

Little Bamberg was still the hot-
test spot in the Carolinas. The tem-
perature there dropped yesterday to
107 degrees {from the 108 Thursday.
It was the fifth day straight the
Bamberg residents had seen ihc
mercury above 100 degrees.

Wilmingtor —on the seacoast—
recorded a record-breaking high of
103.6 degrees. The previous high
was 103 set in July, 1879.

Columbia had a high of 103, a new
record for a June 27. The mercury
in the capital éity has been at 100
or higher since Monday.

Marion reported a high of 10.3
degree higher than Thursday's.

At Hampton it was 104 in the
shade.

Carolinas Continue to Bake;

Bamberg Is Still the Hot Spot

mometer at Newberry continued tu1
soar, reaching 103—over the-prev-|
jous day to record the higzhest ltm-:
perature of the year.

The mercury skyrocketed to -03
at 3 p. m. at Marion. where the
thermometers are in a lattice shed.
A Main Street dial type thermom-
eter went pass 120, the highest
reading pruvidéd for. This temper-

104,

Asheville, N, C.. sweated under
94 degrees of heat. while normally
cool Spartanburg, reported an even
100 degrees.

Fayetteville, N. C,, with its side-
walks buckling from: the heat.
counted 11 prostrations in two days.

Munieipal water supply systems
in practically every mujor city Izb-
ored at capacity to supply the needs
of residents. Ne immediate water
shoriages had been sighted except
in isolated cases, but officials fear-
ed the need of rationing should the
dry spell continue. In Greensbero,
N. C., the greatest volume of water
in the city’s history—13,538.375 gul-
lons—was pumped Thursday.

At Raleigh the mercury went up
10 104 for the second straight day.
It is the highest ever rccorded in

‘ The official government Ihcr"

continued on paze Ta, volumu 6

| Torrid Wave

ature topped Thursday's high o:’l;

'lreau said a five-day outlook is for

May Continue

To Weunesday

Highest June Reading
On Record Lacks Degree
OfHittingAl-TimeMark

Yesterday was the hottest day in
2% vears in Columt and at lecast
five persons coilzpsed from the
heat.

Thermometers shot up 1o 105 to
crack apother record and no relief
is oxpected today.

The 109-dcgree heoat wave, now
ZoIng into its sixth day. may con-
tinue through Wednesday or later.
Meteorologist Gerald €. Merchant

88 AT MIDNIGHT
The weather bureau reported
at midnight that the tempera-
ture was still 88 degrees. This
wits a drop of only two degrees
from the reading of 90 ai 10
o'cleck,

of the United Stutes weather bu.

continued abnormally hot tempera-
tures.

The "105 readlng yesterday came
at 3:45 and aguin at $:43. The mer-
cury had come down to 103 at 4:3(
and then thz wind shifted 10 thq
southwest and it jumped back ug
[l\\'o degrees.

All-Time

Record High Station

Temperature
105°F June 26 Sullivans Island Charleston
108°F July 23 Cheraw Chesterfield
108°F July 24 Little Mountain Newberry
109°F July 24 Bamberg Bamberg
108°F July 29 Anderson Anderson
102°F July 29 Long Creek Oconee

The above table notes that the all-time highest temperature on
record at the listed stations occurred during this heat wave.

‘Edgefield
Man Dies on
Augusta Job

Heat Believed Partly

Responsible; |

For Co

Funeral Today

lumbia’s

Third Heat Vietim

Various newspaper headlines about heat-related
fatalities from The State Newspaper in June 1952




JUNE - OCTOBER 1954

Divisional Maximum Temperature Rank (129 June - October 1954
HOT WEATHERMAN [ years)

Jis of e stal lumbla Arport wipes perspiring forehead
as oftici ure. Somew! r air prevailed here today (it was only %
at 1:15 p. m.) after Sus 106.7 degrees.—(Record Photo by Price).

Article in The Columbia Record on June 28, 1954 codesffEill %  NearNomal v [P wamest
South Carolina (Hover over a Climate Division) @
Temp:89.9°F Rank:Warmest Anomaly:4.3°F Mean:85.6°F v
During the 1950s, extended drought and heat waves “From 22 through 30, extremely hot and
occurred across the central and southern United dry. Field crops and gardens suffering
States, but the 1954 heat waves were especially severely from lack of moisture.”

— M.W. Horry (Ridgeland COOP

vere. After ler-than-normal M n
severe. After a cooler-than-normal May, June Observer, June 1952)

ushered in multiple heat waves throughout the
summer and into early October. Temperatures over — .
100°F were observed | Record Heat

in central portions of | Again Sizzles

The station in Camden tied (at the time) the all-time
high-temperature record of 111°F, set in September

. the state at the LG
1925, on June 28, and broke the previous June bedinning of October Colqn}'blans 3
record of 109°F, recorded in 1952. During the heat set%in regcords b witigh day ot recums brees.
ing heat yesterday as the mercury
wave, the only station to escape the 100°F g ’ soared to 100 dogrees in-he Inte

including an all-time |faftemoon to set @ new aut time high

X for October heat. .

monthly record high || Aand more ot the same is promisea
téday by -the experis at the United

of 103°F at L|tt|e States Weather Bureau - office; at
Columbia airport.

MOU ntain that WOUId The high yesterday was four,hc;t

degrees above the -previous high for

temperatures was Caesars Head, which observed a
maximum of 95 degrees on June 27.

Number of Days hold until 2019. g;ﬁi%;f;_";‘fmfg
(Jun - Oct) Station DUFNNG the @NtIre fIVE [ wes the st 1o an 0cte
TMAX >= 100°F month period, the  [fa ™ "
35 Cheraw Chesterfield Station at Caesars  |[|seda ansmoom wur at 730 et

:|night the mercury was still way up
Head was the only  |{mere st &7 desrees at 70 in e

d . i 74, which
32 Wedgeﬂeld Sumter one not to record a . ?o:n::ggh;emtw:;ﬂ anvdv t:e-

high of 101 at 4 o'clock. As usual

31 Little Mountain Newberry maximum :ithere was no rain recorded.

28 Columbia Metro AP Lexington temperature over Article in The State Newspaper
1000':. on October 6, 1954

27 Aiken 5 SE Aiken

Forest fires burned thousands of acres

2 Fi Reg. AP FI

6 orence keg orence throughout the state, and lakes had
24 Bamberg Bamberg low-stage levels. Some major rivers,
23 Calhoun Falls Abbeville such as the Black and Coosawhatchie,

stopped flowing for extended periods.



JULY 1977

It was almost two decades before Average Maximum Temperature (°F): Departure from 1991-2020 Normals

another significant heat wave July 01, 9?? to July 31, 1977

impacted the state and most of the
Eastern Seaboard. July 1977 was
unusually hot and dry, the hottest
July since 1954. Multiple stations
reported temperatures over 100°F
during the month, breaking
numerous daily high records. The
National Weather Service station in
Columbia recorded 13 straight days
of temperatures at or above 95°F.

July 1977 is the eleventh warmest
July on record, with a statewide
average temperature of 82.2°F.

Columbia. South Carolina Wednesday. July 27, 1977 Cireulation Ph. 7718380

Drought Disaster Aid
Urged For S.C. Farms

Governor o
Will Send i
Plea Today

By MARY WHITTLE
st Writer

-1

Rainfall during the month was below normal,
continuing a trend of drier-than-normal conditions
that started in the early spring. The combined hot
and dry conditions caused stream flows to drop to
record-low levels in some areas and caused
increased forest fires.

the poar y

a forward letters o Seeretaryaf Apricul-

ture Robert Bargland and to the Depart.
A

Agriculture suffered during the summer. At the end

& of July, reports mentioned that watermelons and
pitiwialvasnii oo Jewae. peaches were ‘cooking’ due to the heat. Corn yields

' were down 55 percent, soybeans were down 33

percent, and cotton was down 29 percent. Hay and
grain crops were in such bad condition that
livestock farmers considered liquidating their herds
due to the lack of feed.

DID YOU KNOW?

This heat wave occurred immediately after one of the coldest
winters of the 20th century for the eastern half of the United
States. Statewide, the average temperature during the winter
amage of 1976-1977 was 40.1°F, 5.6°F below average, and is the
coldest winter on record for South Carolina.

Thurmond, Farmer Weathers Lament Crop

Various newspaper articles about agricultural impacts due to
the heat and drought conditions from the State in July 1977.



JULY - SEPTEMBER 1980

July 1980 was hot and dry.
Temperatures ranged from two to
four degrees higher than normal,
with the hottest weather recorded
in the southwest portion of the
state. At many locations,
temperatures exceeded 100°F for
multiple days at the end of the
month, and it was the first time
locations had hit over 100°F since
1977. The first 21 days of August
were considerably above normal,
with high temperatures at or above
100°F at many locations during the
first week of the month.
Temperatures became more
moderate toward the end of the
month. Scorching dry weather
continued until the end of
September, adding to already
disastrous effects on the state’s
agricultural economy.

Record electric energy usage was
reported during the heat wave, and
data from NOAA'’s Center for
Environmental Assessment Service
shows that electricity consumption
for cooling increased by $1.4 billion
($5 billion, 2024) during the
summer of 1980.

L ————r ]
l'h. national scope of the in-
unu heat wave has just about

ted wareh invento-
ries of all air conditioners. We
are making every possible effort

to keep supplying our custom-

<
-g ACT

m

. But stocks are VERY LOW. =
DON'T WAIT E:}
If you're “thinkin, ubwt lmymg

\&

Divisional Averz/iée Temperature Rank (129
years) ’

July - September 1980

cocestffilll % 1% [y vwamest

South Carolina (Hover over a Climate Division)
Temp:80.1°F Anomaly:2 7°F

Near Normal

Rank:6th Warmest Mean:77 4°F v

Temperatures top 100,
but 90s on the way

Associated Press

Friday was a hot one in South Carolina and today
promises to be another. Temperatures Friday were
triple-digit again. a sweaty reminder of the killer heat
wave last month.

In Columbia, the temperature missed an Aug 1
record of 103 by just one degree, but the weather service
predicts temperatures will be in the low %0s and upper
80s for the rest of the month.

The National Weather Service is predicting tem-
peratures in the high 90s across the state todav, with
a slight chance of thunderstorms. The probability of
precipitation is 20 percent. decreasing to 10 percen:
tomght

Article from the Columbia Record, August 1980.

Highest Number of Days
Temperature (Jul — Sep) Station
(Jul = Sep) TMAX >= 100°F
105°F 25 Calhoun Falls Abbeville
105°F 23 Newberry Newberry
109°F 21 Saluda Saluda
107°F 18 Hampton 1S Hampton
105°F 17 Wedgefield Sumter
107°F 16 Laurens Laurens
105°F 15 Manning Clarendon

Ad from Charleston News and Courier, July 1980.



AUGUST 1983

In August 1983, South Carolina
experienced a severe heat wave,
following drier-than-usual weather
patterns in May, June, and July.
Divisional average temperatures in
August were two to three degrees
warmer than normal, and the
divisional maximum temperatures for
the month were three to five degrees
warmer than normal.

The peak of the heat wave occurred
between August 21 and 24, with
temperatures above 100°F statewide.
The National Weather Service
recorded maximum temperatures of
109°F at Aiken and on the campus of
the University of South Carolina
(USC) in Richland County. The USC
station also reported 13 days with
high temperatures at or above 100°F
during that month. The heatwave
caused fourteen deaths and
numerous hospitalizations. Area
schools considered abbreviated
schedules, as “temperatures in some

(&) Michwastom Regeonal Clmate Contor

70 75 80

All-Time

Record High
Temperature

85

Average Maximum Temperature (°F)
August 01, 1983 to August 31, 1983
.

90 95 100

Station

) 99°F August 21 Caesars Head Greenville
classrooms [in Anderson County]
reached 100 degrees by 10:30 a.m. 105°F August 21 Andrews Georgetown
Friday [August 19].” 106°F August 21 Chester 1 SE Chester
This was the hottest and driest 108°F August 21 Newberry Newberry

August since 1954, resulting in
The above table notes that the all-time highest temperature on

considerable crop damage and tree
deaths in drier areas.

record at the listed stations occurred during this heat wave.

Staff and wira reports

Mother Nature's oven is back on
broil, and every South Carolinian who
set foot outside of air-conditioned
comnfort this weekend knows it.

Yesterday, after tying the all-time
high for Columbia at 107 degrees,
temperatures today in the capital city
area were expected to reach about
105, cooling down to a mere 100
degrees tomorrow,

The record for today is 103
degrees, set in 1968,

Temperatures in town yesterday
topped out at 108.

Forecasters say a front that is
expected to penetrate the northern
portion of the state late tomorrow
might generate enough clouds in the
Midlands to hold the mercury in the
90s for the rest of the week, but don't

Oven back

on broil |
in Midlands

look for any general relief this week
from either the temperature or the
drought.

Medical experts warn that people
should take extra precautions in this
kind of weather to avoid heat stress.
Drink plenty of fluids, stay in a cool
place and limit outside exercise, they
suggest.

1t was as hot yesterday as it's ever
gotten in Columbia since records -
started being kept 1887.

State Climatologist John Purvis
said the wealher service measures its -
official temperature readings on a-
thermometer located in a metal box
set in the middle of a field.

The box is wventilated, so the
thermometer can measure the tem--
perature of the air rather than the’

(See Waather 4-A)

Newspaper article about the heat wave were published in the Columbia Record in August 1983.




JULY 1986

During July 1986, the state experienced one of its hottest summers on record, with daily high
temperatures averaging in the upper 90s to near 100°F. The city of Manning recorded 23 days
when the high temperature was at or above 100°F, while Columbia hit 100°F nearly every day
that month, with the exception of just two days. On July 20, the station in Kingstree reported an
all-time maximum temperature of 108°F. Even coastal locations were not spared the intense
heat, with the station in downtown Charleston reaching 100°F on 11 different days. That station
also set a new record high temperature of 104°F on July 19, only to tie it the next day. Sadly, at
least five deaths were attributed to the heat, and numerous heat-related illnesses were
reported.

— ‘Forecast’s Like
Temperatire Seten A Broken Record

105°F July 19 Salem 5 NNE Oconee | TomSutfamdWireReports hxo,wmmmﬁﬁmmﬁ

”” No relief is in sight for a parched South 10 p.m. to conserve water.
Carol.ma struggling through the worst Kinard said he didn’t think the drought
Brookagreen drought andhmtwavennrecord. has affected private shallow wells or arte-

g Georgetown | - " “The forecast sounds like abmbenm— sia;n:ells.
_. cord,” Dick Mathews, a spokesman for ut farmers are reeling.
Gardens *Ratlonal Weather Servie, said today: s
.- going to be pretty much the same as it has
been.”

107°F July 20 Hilton Head Beaufort o bt are oyt

TR
° . c we don't get any
106°F July 20 Holly Hill Orangeburg Tain in two or taree meks, we're going to
thing that South Carolinians have never
faced before.” he said.

The above table notes that the all-time highest temperature Newspaper article from The Eveﬂmg Postin JU‘y1986

103°F July 19

on record at the listed stations occurred during this heat
wave. Drought conditions worsened during

the spring and intensified during the

Farm Belt ‘hay“ft, bringing _ first two months of summer due to a
ald to parched S carollna lack of rainfall anFI above-normal

temperatures. This drought was one

ROBERT SHERMAN -
ﬂasmﬁmm - of the worst on record for the state,
F;:m“';ﬁ;mmmm;!g!; Charleston tb‘fﬁfﬁ,ﬁ; leading to one of the biggest 'hay lift'

e S Carohna farmers. @ s | operations in history, as farmers in
And while the dronght is stifling agncuitmnl produc-

Hom, i Syt e, cme.cotoomlc shalpat sy food the Midwest provided hay to

’hﬂ'ﬁﬁfm&mamum@ﬂ% struggling livestock operations. Due
o orce kT
o Tlingis 1o save staraing mattle i the Grougt to the heat, drought, and extremely
stricken Palmetto State.
: g‘%&%ﬁwﬁ:ﬁﬁ%ﬁm fruan low water levels, a fish kill was
Center near nville wi square :
ha reported in Beaufort County. The
:‘é':gtt::ﬂ;u?twiwhin:um publie nm;lus afficer, said p s d d h d >|/ .
Iate Priay a Chariaion crew wiz all gared o 10 state's industry and hydroe ectric
Afrive ai Danatson abou; tw bours later. “’"‘:’ and power were also impacted by the
Da MeMNeill, & for the Clemson Exten- . .« . .
sion Servies, said plans were being mace waserbate e | diminished water reserves, with
E.-thet mot several deliveries into the state during . . . .
nex|
o wasiae contimins £ be botane s 3 significant losses in agriculture.
a record high temperature for the date was set Friday at
. E::gmg] lianmar.l.una] Ajrport when the mercury DID YOU KNOW?
— e L e pra mﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁlmwﬁ South Carolina Drought Response Act 1985
Keeping track - © Teoluiad thunderatorms and kigho near 108 every &ay. established the Drought Response
Mike Dawson, warden-naturalist with Fran- "Ba"m“g‘-! any mdl‘“;}“ ’-"ﬂl‘;“:e’ it's gelting byl .
| cis Beidier Forest, puts fresh paint on a i UL faT S B e B e et o Committee to address drought-related
B Dacat s o oty 80 help if wa ot some rain. It's & good time o live under- problems and coordinate responses
- 10Wwest Sincs recording bogan 10 years ago. ' See Help, Page 2-A throughout the state. Learn more about

Keystone Drought Events in South Carolina.

Newspaper article about the drought and hay lift from The News and Courier in July 1986.


http://scdrought.com/pdf/SCKeystoneDroughtEvents.pdf

JULY 1993

Throughout the first two-
thirds of July 1993, a
Bermuda High Pressure
system off the Southeast
coast caused the
suppression of clouds and
thunderstorms, resulting in
the accumulation of heat.
The weather became
unusually hot and dry, with
temperatures averaging
between 83°F in the Upstate
and 87°F in portions of the
Lowcountry and Pee Dee
regions. This heatwave
occurred across South
Carolina, leading to record
high temperatures at many
locations. For instance, the
Pickens station recorded
84.8°F at an elevation of
1,075 feet, and Florence
Regional Airport became the
hottest location in the state.

“39 days of 90° or above — this
includes 8 days in June —
continuously hot with only 0.91
inches of rain in last 2 months
— dry and hot! Shrubs and trees
dying on campus.”

— W. Culp (Winthrop University
COOP Observer, July 1993)

“15 days with 100°F or higher
temps are the most on record
since at least 1947 (The old
record was 11 days in July
1986).”

— M.Gregory (Santuck COOP
Observer, July 1993)

DID YOU KNOW?

Divisional Aveféée Temperature Rank (129 July 1993
years) !

coidestffl] (%  NearNormal 1% [EEEIpWarmest

South Carolina (Hover over a Climate Division) '@'

Temp:84.2°F Anomaly:4.3°F Rank:Warmest Mean:79.9°F

July 1993 Departure from
Average 1991-2020 Station
Temperature Normal

87.3°F 41F Beautort Beaufort
86.5°F 6.0°F Allendale 2 W Allendale
86.0°F 5.4°F Manning Clarendon
85.8°F 3.5°F Hampton 1S Hampton
85.6°F 5.4°F Winthrop Univ. York
85.6°F 3.6°F Clarks Hill 1W McCormick
84.4°F 3.7°F West Pelzer Anderson

In July 1993, both Saluda and Newberry stations recorded
maximum temperatures at or above 100°F for 20 days, while
Florence and Darlington recorded it for ten days. The drought
and heat created favorable conditions for wildfires, and
officials received more than 600 reports in just the first half of
July.

The heatwave also resulted in significant losses to
agriculture, with estimated damages of $264 million (1993).
Additionally, electrical power consumption was at or near
record high levels due to increased cooling requirements.

July 1993 is the single warmest month on record for South Carolina since 1895, with a statewide average
temperature of 84.2°F, followed by July 1986 (84.1°F), August 2007 (84.0°F), July 2016 (83.7°F), and August 1900
(83.0°F). The long-term statewide average temperature (1985-2023) for July is 80.1°F.



AUGUST 2007

The summer of 2007 was
initially mild in South Carolina,
with temperatures up through
the end of July averaging about
a degree below normal.
However, this changed abruptly
during the first few days

of August, as South Carolina
experienced a record-setting
heat wave. Many locations
across the state saw
temperatures rise to 100°F or
higher, even including places
such as Table Rock in the
Upstate and Beaufort near sea
level.

Divisional Average Temperature Rank (129

years)

ol %

Near Normal

t% [ Warmest

South Carolina (Hover over a Climate Division)

Temp:84 0°F

Anomaly:5 3°F

Rank:Warmest

August 2007

Mean:78 7°F

<

The highest official temperature reported was 110°F in Johnston on August 10, just one degree
shy of the all-time record high temperature of 111°F set at Blackville and Calhoun Falls in
September 1925 and Camden in June of 1954. The heat wave lasted for three weeks, with
warmest-ever daily average temperatures recorded at several stations in the Carolinas.

The blistering heat caused increased evaporation rates. This led to severe to exceptional
drought across the Southeast, resulting in soil moisture values in the 1-2 percentile levels, which
is extremely dry. During the heat wave, customers of the Tennessee Valley Authority set a new
record for weekly power consumption of 4,400 GW-hours. Progress Energy Carolinas, now part
of Duke Energy, also reported record-high instantaneous power usage on their network of

Record tied, fried

City sweats out its hottest day
since "83, but relief is coming

By JOEY HOLLEMAN
ihollemani@thesiale.com

Like an e cube in a bucket of
Tt water, a weak cold front passing
theough South Caralina teday should
take only a little of the edge off the
state’s record-smashing heat,

The reprieve comes after a week
of gradual buildup to Friday's 107
degree high temperature m Colum-
bia. Thist tsed the all-time high in the

12,656 MW.
Maonday Tuesday : Wedr‘esday
It was 93 Btitmoe -Baatra}ordlwszt ;
Uhe previouss ysar like 10 Iy 1800 )
Thursdey, o ’_" o "F'n'?‘imv S| Todsy,
Sat 3 recond Ties the al-clrne © | Butit will feel ke
for August 8 S 110

120 years records have been kept in
Columbia, It happened before in
1983, 1954 and 1952,

Five people wers taken to hospi-
taks in Richland and Lexington coun-
ties Friday with heat-related syrp-
toms, none of them life-threatening,
according to officials at the haspi-
tals,

Finally, after sk consecutive days

 of triple-dhgit temperatures, the fore-

cast calls for highs in the upper B0s
today.

The frent's arrival will mean
wingds that have been blowing from
the west-southwest will start arriv-
ing from the norheast, which gen-
erally transtates into cooler air. But

“cold" might be an exaggeration for
this cold front.

"It's going 1o be a little better but
not & lor," said Legnard Yaisghan, a
forecaster with the Nabanal Wenther
Service in Columbia

Friday's high of 105 at the

, Greenville-Spartanburg, airport was
the hottest tmﬁerature ever af that
weather site, where records go back

SEE RECORD PAGE BS

'g\lhnnil people died dunng  thres weel: heat wave,
. " But it could happen again.

ufmset. e saic “Batin the st week, it has goien worse™

- Sweltering heat
“could mean
deadly trouble

By CZERNE M. REID
czreid@ thestaty,com

Scorching Temperatur&e like those smothering
the state this week led to the :I.eaths of 24 peaple
siatewide in 1959,

Such a drastic toll hasn't hemsaenslnceﬂmyur

Emesgency physician David Ford has treated at
least seven people this week at Palmetto Health Rich-
land for heat-related illnesses.

“This swmmer started off prefty nm:lywlhndahx B

SEE HEAT PAGE BS

Newspaper article from The State in August 2007.



The summer of 2011 was the second hottest summer on record for the continental United
States, with temperatures exceeded only by those in 1936. A persistent high pressure helped
maintain the heat across large central and eastern U.S. sections, leading to two distinct heat
waves across the state. The first episode occurred in mid-June when high temperatures rose
into the upper 90s and 100s for a solid week, including back-to-back 100-degree days in
Florence and Columbia. The second episode happened in the second half of July and into the
beginning of August when temperatures rose into the 100s. The community of Johnston
recorded eleven days with a high temperature at or above 100°F in July.

"Steam bath" conditions were 116 HEAT INDEX .
observed on Wednesday, July - OUR SIZZLING SUMMER

e ios | amously o S.Cs on the
instruments at the Mount If:l COIUmbIa, gl'lddle aga]l]
Pleasant Regional Airport it's more than

recorded 99°F over an 82°F : From Stoff end Wire Roports ..

. . . . t I Get ready for intense heat today in an al-
dewpoint, yielding a heat index ‘ JUS d3S Ogan readysizzlﬂlgsummgr v
value of 124°F. This is the state's rom Seffend e epors Temperatures hovering at 100 degrees
- . . g:e ;g:xggﬁiﬁgg::;:gg;? couldn’tbe mo are forecast for the next two days as an up-
S, A -
unofficial highest accepted h““g‘?, Capa iy and e i’er ot e s _ N p;r-lev‘eéhﬁgh an-"
. ave been sweltering this week under a he . ) chors isell over
observed heat index value. x:;r;:g::::zﬁg%;;ﬁ:z:galstatesmtheM: HEAT ‘WA‘E ) 5 thiﬁgumﬁist&x'. .
Te tu to 100 di t Col - w1 -
g:’a“l’\zz:ro;fill;gls’le;rpon :ﬂgl'rl;ea;dneslgg ExDBCtEd forecast lumbia’s aver-
] £ afternoon, but the high heat and oppre: . h]ghs for the Co- sent humidi-
Maximurm 3| ety padetiesmerelicll  lumbia area, F the heat inde>
. | according to nal Weather Servic - 1
Heat Index Station i officials. though it will feel t!{.L fd ea 11:! E?:
L § Thatwasn't even the highest heat i1 h hotter, shou make 1
on July 13 | dex in the state, according to weath¢ muc feel more like
] o_ffici.a].s — in Mount Pleasant, it fe 110 to 112 .
A like 124 degrees; in Hilton Head, 12 ' s ac

121°F Johns Island i and in Myrtle Beach, 117. cording to the
7 Columbia got some relief Wedne: Mational WEal'hLI
}. x 'i day afternoon, when scattere N

121°F Hilton Head ‘SR %1 storms dropped the heat inde W er Service.

=R R nearly 20 degrees. “This upper-
0 And more relief appearstobe o level h lgh igpgﬂ
o “t the way. Thermometers today ar t -
115°F Monks Corner %k forecast to fop at 93 degrees, wit ing to reach to
}\ a cold front from the north drof the East Coast
. E v ping temperatures to the u

115°F Summerville U, POE "Sos  through uﬁ demts and it's pretty

‘weekend. .
“It will feel a littl much going to
14°F Beaufort MCAS cooler for a bit,” metec dominate the
B D N A southéastern United States,” said Jim Kil-

° the prediction is ac -
N3°F North Charleston curate, the string of 9 rmer, a forecaster with the weather service
GNUNE iiegx{::e-p!uslcéﬂys din C‘; .
umbia would end at
113°F Wa|terb0r0 The cltyof — just six short of tyin SEE HEAT PAGE A

Columbia has the current record of 5
opened cooling days, set in 1986,

Newspaper articles about the heat wave were published during the Summer 2011

Nighttime lows were also extremely warm, with a
low of 82°F in Columbia, SC, and 83°F Charleston,
SC, on August 4, the warmest low temperatures
ever recorded in these two cities. The persistent
ridge of high pressure across the area helped
create drought conditions. The National Drought
Monitor classified much of Georgia and the coastal
Carolinas in severe to extreme drought (D2 to D4)
as rainfall deficits increased throughout the -
summer. S o Rl

Lake Jocassee in 2011. Courtesy D. Young




JUNE - JULY 2012

South Carolina experienced i

. P Highest Date Station County
significant temperature Temperature
fluctuations, ranging from 10°F July 1 Santuck Uniion
noticeably cooler temperatures in 109°F lune 30 Columbia Metro. AP Lexinat
early June to sweltering heat une olumbta WIetro. exington
towards the end of June and into 108°F June 30 McCormick Edgefield
July. June started with cool 107°F July 1 Santuck Oconee
temperatures, with the morning (06°F Luly 2 Cathoun Fall Abbevil
lows during the first part of the vy alhoun Fafls eville
month dropping into the 50s and 105°F June 30 Florence Reg. AP Florence
some high temperatures not 104°F July 1 Allendale Allendale

reaching 80°F.

However, by the month's end, a widespread heat wave affected most of the United States.
Many locations across South Carolina reported temperatures in the upper 90s and 100s, with
some record-setting temperatures, including 113°F at the University of South Carolina campus in
Columbia on June 29. July 1 was a record-setting day for the Greenville-Spartanburg Airport,
with a temperature of 107°F, the location's all-time highest temperature. The Sandhill
Experiment Station noted a maximum temperature of 103°F on July 5, and the low temperature
at Sullivan's Island never dropped below 80°F on July 8. High temperatures combined with high
dewpoints to produce heat indices over 110°F at some locations across portions of the state.

South Carolina was also in the midst of one of its worst droughts on record. There was no
rainfall, and extreme heat from mid-June through mid-July negatively impacted crops and
pastures. At the time, 2012 was the warmest year on record for the continental United States.

DID YOU KNOW?

Storms break

~Colummbia hit an allime The highest
. ) high of 109 at 4:52 p.m. temperature
1a1ands 1ever ol s S |
Natlonal Weather Servios. recorded in South
T . * Lo reionme tecard wes Carolina occurred
Mercury reaches INSIDE s ggﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁ the during this heat
106 before rain, o:?:g';l drAtiaric power ' 103 dogrmceboy 1 p. wave. The
. . . t f ' ) pam., i
hail begin falling days to come; officials say, An a”_ttme shartly after 3 p.mand Natlc_mal We.ather
. e Page A5 wm{;onlhg . Service station
' hitting 109,
5y 0N vONK ONLINE Columbia " Sicéeeorss s located at the
‘@%”“m_m Photos from the storm at record Deing .ﬂ:;mm;afm University of .
whliang:i?fmuéldﬁgor_m thestate.com Columbia has hit 107 six South Carolina in
. and lightning . . times before Fridaj, most :
swept across the Midlands ‘ ma’[ SIZZ|ES recenily on Aug. 10, 2007.. Richland County
_Sunday evening, causing tween the size of aquarter s The other 107-degree recorded a high
flooding, power outages anda golf ball, Proudsaid. " - dayswere Aug, 21, 1983; t t f
and granting a respite to  Sunday’s  late-after- mw - June 27, 1954; and July 23, emperature o
four straight days of noon storms, which came .- te.gam 24 and 20 during ‘an in- 113°F on June 29
100-degree-plus or more after the mercury hit 106 iy credible heat wave in :
temperatures in  the degrees, dumped large It's officiak: Friday was 1952, according tothe You can read
" - the hottest day in Colum- Southeast Regional CLi-
Midlands. amounts of water across hi e more about the
“We've bad hail be- Columbia. Portions of the e enhes Servine ouiges Fieation vi
tween 2 inches and 2V low-lying Five Points busi- . . verification via
inches - that's between ness district and Whaley H“S’th?ﬁmgﬁsim'ﬂ the State Climat
goli-ball and tennis-ball Street close to the Univer- » DUE that 3 0 € otate Llimate
size,”said National Weath- sity of South Carolina SEE HEAT-PAGE A9 Extremes
er Service forecaster Mike campus were flooded. Committee
Proud. LOMITHUES
Most of the hail was be- SEE STORMS PAGE AS report.

Various newspaper articles about the heat wave were published in the Charleston News and Courier in June and July 2012.


https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20121217-South-Carolina-Maximum-Temperature.pdf
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20121217-South-Carolina-Maximum-Temperature.pdf
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20121217-South-Carolina-Maximum-Temperature.pdf
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20121217-South-Carolina-Maximum-Temperature.pdf

JUNE - JULY 2016

Average Temperature (°F): Departure from 1991-2020 Normals
June 01, 2016 to July 31, 2016

South Carolina experienced high
temperatures, with several locations
recording temperatures above 99°F and
even reaching triple digits during June
and July. Triple-digit heat was recorded
on July 25 at the Clemson-Oconee
Airport with a high of 101°F, and
temperatures soared to 102°F at the
Beaufort Marine Corps Air Station on July
30. There was little relief at Folly Beach,
with a morning low temperature on July
31 of a humid 85°F.

The heat was accompanied by humidity,
making it uncomfortable for outdoor
activities. Heat and humidity combined
for an unofficial heat index value of 123°F
at the Barnwell Airport on June 14. The
region also saw little relief from the heat,
with some areas experiencing drying '
heat and poor distribution of rain events, ‘
and unirrigated fields struggled against ¢ T 2 % 4+ 3 €6 F & I
the drying heat. Drying heat on July 13 caused a 24-hour open pan evaporation value at
Sandhill of 0.52 inches. The water temperature in Charleston Harbor reached a season-high
of 88.3°F and 87.8°F at Springmaid Pier in Myrtle Beach. Despite occasional and brief changes
in weather patterns, the temperatures remained high, with much lower humidity towards the

nd of A . :
end of August Columbia sees 6th da¥‘of 100 degrees
or higher - 8 days is the record
The high temperature eight consecutive days of
Number of Days . Friday in Columbia was 100-degree or more days
(June — July) Station 104, making it the sixth in July 1986. It forecast
= o consecutive day in the temperatures of 101 Sat-
TMAX >=100°F Midlands thermometers hit urday and 97 Sunday.
. . 100 degrees or higher. Experts are waming
26 USC - Columbia Richland The 104 temperature people to limit their sun
was recorded at Columbia  exposure, drink plenty of
: : Metropolitan Airport late  water, avoid strenuous
21 Columbia Metro AP Lexington in the afternoon, accord- acﬁvit’y, take frequent cool
ing to the National Weath- showers or baths, wear
3 Beaufort MCAS Beaufort er Service. lightweight and Tight-col-
But as hot as it was, the  ored clothes and never
high did not make the leave children or pets in
L Bamberg Bamberg record books. A high of parked cars - even for a
. . 105wasrecorded on July  minute.
1 McCormick Edgefield 8in1977. A 3l-year-old Columbia
The record for a consec- man’s death Tuesday was
3 Anderson Reg AP Anderson utiverunof 100 or 100-  heat-related, said Rich-
plus days? land County coroner Gary
. The weather service Watts on Thursday.
1 Sullivans Island Charleston said the Midlands saw — FROM STAFF REFORTS

DID YOU KNOW?

Newspaper from The State in July 2016.

At the time, 2016 became the warmest year worldwide, with a global average temperature of 1.78 degrees
warmer than the mid-century mean. As of the data of this report, 2023 became the warmest year on record
worldwide, with the average global surface temperature of 59.12°F (2.12°F above the 20th-century average).



https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202313
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202313

South Carolina Monthly Maximum

[~} NG m
Temperature Extremes 3 Vop2sl
a\% S
2023 Dol
1887 — 4')'°F u“v,\ﬁ~
Maximum Station
Temperature
o (County)
(°F)
Manning In 2002, it was an unusually warm January for
the 48 contiguous United States and the 9"
January 30, 2002 88 (C(I:aorE:;:ic)Jn warmest in the 1895 to 2015 record. At the time,
Y in 2002, it became the 7th warmest January.
The southeastern United States experienced
unusually seasonable and summerlike
Ridgeland 5 NE temperatures in February of 1962. During the last
February 28,1962 89 (Jasper County) week of the month, the eastern Carolinas had
the highest temperatures in any February since
the beginning of record keeping.
Blackville 3 W In 1907, the mean monthly temperature for
March 22,1907 99 (Barnwell County) March was 7.7 degrees above normal. Maximum
temperatures were above 90 degrees on an
Darlington average of 6-7 days in the southeastern counties
March 23, 1907 99 (Darlington and 5-6 days in the central counties. Every
County) station exceeded the maximum temperature
records of previous years by one to six degrees.
. Blackville 3 W
April 24,1925 99 April 1925 was unseasonably warm in the
(Barnwell County)
. . Southeast United States. The average daily
Society Hill 6 S mean temperatures were five to twenty degrees
April 26,1925 99 (Darlington warmer than average.
County)
April 27, 1986 99 Yemassee 1N In April 1986, the temperatures were unusually
(Hampton County) 5 and down throughout the month. Many South
Aiken 5 SE Carolina stations broke records of high minimum
April 28, 1986 99 . d i
(Aiken County) and maximum temperatures.
Gillisonville In 1898, the year’s and month’s maximum high
May 30, 1898 106 temperature occurred in Gillisonville on May
(Jasper County)
P YI o 30th.
The Southeastern United States had two periods
Santuck of intense heat from the 18th through the end of
May 26, 1911 106 (Union County) the month. High temperatures above 100
degrees intensified drought conditions.
At the end of June and beginning of July 2012,
. South Carolina experienced a record-breaking
June 29, 2012 13 USC — Columbia heat wave. This value stands as the record

(Richland County)

maximum temperature for South Carolina. For
more information, see the SCEC report.



https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20121217-South-Carolina-Maximum-Temperature.pdf

South Carolina Monthly Maximum ,.

§(3 8248
Temperature Extremes N 5,
1887 - 2023 Nl

Maxi q
aximum Station

(County)

Temperature

(°F)

In 1887, South Carolina experienced intense and
unprecedented heat, especially on and around

July 18, 1887 110 (Ch(;r;tees:e(;c:uit ) the 18™. Due to this heat, there were numerous
Y unusual and deadly sunstrokes in Charleston
and Columbia.
At the end of June and beginning of July 2012,
Santuck South Carolina experienced a record-breaking
July 1, 2012 10 . heat wave. High temperatures soared over 100
(Union County)
degrees, and average monthly temperatures
ranged from 1-5 degrees above normal in July.
In 2007, it was the warmest August in the
western Carolinas on record. Many stations in
August 11, 2007 110 (E‘élozr;is;&néoi\:l\{ ) South Carolina broke records. Five consecutive
9 Y days (August 7-11) had high temperatures at or
greater than 100 degrees.
Blackville 3 W Calhoun Falls and Blackville's high temperature
September 4, 1925 m (Barnwell County) of 111 degrees on the 8" was the state's
maximum temperature in September 1925. There
Calhogn Falls was unprecedented heat with high, record-
September 8, 1925 m (Darlington breaking temperatures for over three weeks that
County) September.
Record breaking and unseasonable
Pelion 0.8 NW temperat'ures at the gnd of Sgptember a.nd
October 4, 2019 105 . October in 2019; multiple stations reporting over
(Lexington County) .
100 for three or more consecutive days;
contributed to drought conditions.
The beginning of November 1961 (15t -3 ) was
Bamber hot. The warmest temperatures at almost all
November 1, 1961 93 (Bamber Cgunt ) stations ranged from the high 80s to the low 90s.
9 y Bamberg’s high temperature broke the
November record at 93 degrees.
Unseasonably warm temperatures around the
McClellanville 10" were observed across the state. Maximum
December 11, 1972 88 (Charleston temperatures reached the mid to upper 70s in

County)

the Upstate, with temperatures climbing into the
80s at stations in the Coastal Plain.




April 2024



	Cover Page - Keystone Heat Waves
	Introduction
	South Carolina Temperature
	South Carolina Summer Temperatures
	September 1925
	Summer 1952
	June - October 1954
	July 1977
	July - September 1980
	August 1983
	July 1986
	July 1993
	August 2007
	Summer 2011
	June - July 2012
	June  - July 2016
	South Carolina Montly Maximum Temperature Extremes
	South Carolina Montly Maximum Temperature Extremes
	Back Cover Page

